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the leadership of Clemenceau, it vanquished the
Republicans  in  1902  and began its own glacial
progress to the Right.    The position it abandoned
fell into the possession of the Socialist Party, at first
the protege, indulgently tolerated, of the Radicals ;
and   by   degrees   their   ally   and   master.     Each
revolution occupied in round figures a generation j1
and no party, once defeated, has returned to power.
At present the Socialists form the dominant, if not
yet sovereign, party of France.    The Communists,
at their Left, have assumed the character played in
succession by Republicans, Radicals and Socialists.
Should the design which has persisted for more than
sixty years,  through peace and war, once more
reproduce itself, the Socialists, at the elections of
1940, should make further inroads at the expense of
the   Radicals,   and   perhaps   attain   the  absolute
majority of M. Blum's vision.   They should there-
after enjoy a lease of government approximating a
quarter-century, wax more and more conservative,
and finally be supplanted by the Communists.

It may very well be, however, that some sort of
modified Socialism is the ultimate level which
France since the Revolution has been seeking, and
that this is the norm wherein it is fated to strike an
equilibrium more or less enduring. The very term,
a French authoritarian State, whether Marxist or
Fascist, impresses one as a contradiction. But it is
obvious that the racial character shows an affinity
with certain aspects of the Jaurist creed. The latter

1 The Republicans reigned "twenty-seven years and the
Radicals thirty-four